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FY2009 Kansas Budget

On February 17, 2009
Governor Sebelius signed
the 2009 rescission bill
with the exception of the
following six items which
were vetoed:

1) Debt restructuring for
KPERS Debt Service.
Before debt restructuring
can occur, the action
must be approved by the
State Finance Council.
The Council had not met
to approve the action by
the time the bill was
signed so the provision
was vetoed.

Federal Stimulus

On Wednesday, March 4,
Chris Whatley, Director
of the Council of State
Governments, will be
giving an overview of
federal stimulus funds to
the House Appropriations
Committee and Senate
Ways and Means Com-
mittee. I will be closely
engaged with my col-
leagues over the coming
weeks as we assess the
federal stimulus in rela-
tion to our FY 2010 Kan-
sas Budget.

2) Reduce base state aid
per pupil by $33. The
bill, as approved by the
House and Senate re-

duced state base aid per
pupil by $66.

3) Eliminate the reduc-
tion of special education
funding and continue at
current levels.

4) The $2.9 million trans-
fer from the State General
Fund to the Wichita Cen-
ter for Graduate Medical
Education.
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5) The $2.8 million trans-
fer limit from the State
General Fund to the
Health Care Stabilization
Fund.

6) The transfer of $39
million from the State
General Fund to the Kan-
sas Bioscience Author-
itydéds Biosc
ment and Investment
Fund. Governor Se-
beliuséds Ve
transfer to the Bioscience
Authority to $35 million
for FY 2009.

I was honored to sponsor Senate Resolution 1818, honoring Mr.
Gene Amos for his work and service of Gene Amos. Together
with Senator Mary Pilcher, we had great time meeting his family
and all of the supporters in honoring him.
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Cash Basis Law

Exceptions Survey on the Kansas Death Penalty

Senate Bill (SB) 74 passed On Thursday, February 26 the Senate Judiciary Commi
38 to 20 on Thursday, Feb- tee pegan hearings on Senate Bill 208 which, if adopted,

ruary 26. SB 74 amends
existing casbasis law by

creating an exception for
school districts when late  the original death penalty would still apply.

general or supplemental

would abolish the death penalty effective July 1, Zof9.

those individuals sentenced to death before July 1, 20Q

general state aid payments |, 1994, Kansas#nacted the death penalty but an execu-

cause expenditures to ex-
ceed revenues. The bill
allows the state to make tht
final state aid payment for in Kansas.
the 2008009 school year

to school districts after Junt proponents believe that abolishing the death penalty
30.

tion has not been carried out in the state since 106f-

would result in significant savings to the state and poin
In current law, the delayed statisticsvhich state the estimated cost of a death sente

payment would force schoc 45 is approximately 70 percent more thardeath
districts to violate ca$lasis

_ penalty cases.
law and require them to

note the violation. How-
ever, there is no sunset in Others believe that abolishing the death penalty would

the bill, allowing the provi- remove a plea bargaining tool from District Attorney's a
sion to be omOING INN&- 4t the cost of a death sentence offers little savings frd

ture.
lesser sentence such as voluntary manslaughter.

Obviously these two arguments are void of the moral g

tion.
What do you think?

Take the Survey

Survey closes on March 4, 2009. Only one survey

John Goodman from the US
Humane Society corded per computer.

rently, elever(11) persons have been sentenced to death
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https://app.expressemailmarketing.com/takesurvey.aspx?id=14629
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passage of Senate Bill 83
that would reestablish the
Kansas Autism Task Force
which expired December
31, 2008. The measure
passed with a vote of-@0
and has gone to the House
where it is assigned to the
House Health and Human
Services Committee.

Reestablishing the task
force will allow it to con-
tinue to study, conduct
hearings and offer recom-
mendations to the Kansas
Legislature relating to the
needs of and services for
persons with autism. The
20member task force, cre-
ated in 2007, is comprised
of a statutorily required

ioral professionals who spe
cialize in autism, university
faculty specializing in au-
tism, a certified behavioral
analyst who specializes in
autism, special education
teachers and parents with
children who have autism.

The Kansas Autism Task
Force has done some won
derful work in its brief exis-
tence, and we all know
there is much more to be

blend of legislators, behav-*

Weekl!l y

limited financial resources
in the most effective, effi-
cient manner, providing
those programs and ser-
vices to best respond to the
needs of those with autism.
| was pleased to lead this
effort, and | am gratified by
the impressive support
shown in committee testi-
mony and by the unani-
mous vote on the Senate
floor. o

Dr. Bill Craig, Chair of the
Kansas Autism Task Force,
stated that

a recognition of the crisis
which autism is creating for

th he
as prove
passage of SB 83 representlﬁ

Bill to Re-establish the Kansas Autism Task Force

The Kansas Autism Task accomplished. By continu- an increasing number of
Force enjoyed a legislative ing this effort, we can help Kansas families. SB 83 ex-
victory with the unanimous ensure that Kansas uses itstends the tenure of the

Kansas Autism Task Force
for an additional year
which will give the Task
Force the needed time to
complete its important
work. In particular this
time will be spent fine tun-
ing a set of guidelines for
best practice in the treat-
ment of autism. The Task
Force will continue to ad-
vocate for measures which
strengthen the options for
families with autism espe-
cially the availability of
early intervention which
Sneton b2 (teﬁ%c(t)lvse
reducing the lifelong
impact of this disorder

K-State Agriculture students personally delivered homemade ice

cream and cookies to legislatures

. I am proud to have a fresh-

man at K-State studying Urban and Community Planning.
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Serving the People of the 9th District

Senator Julia Lynn is in her second term in the Kansas Senate.

Prior to serving the Kansas citizens of the 9th District, Julia was adjunct

professor at Penn Valley Community College teaching Therapeutic Commu-

nications in the Medical Office Program and an entrepreneur establishing

startup business in sales development, personal branding for women exécu-

tives, and developed the advertising and sales program for KU Medical ¢

ter's physician magazine.

en-

She has over 25 years experience in health care marketing and public rela-
tions working for Salina Regional Medical Center, St. Luke's Hospital Foun-

dation, and Medical Center of Independence. She consulted nationally in
Chicago for welknown entrepreneur KE Peterson.

After receiving her BA in Political Science from KU, Julia worked in

Topeka for Secretary of State Jack Brier. Julia has been married to her hus-

band Jeff for 20 years. They have two children, one in Olathe Northwest
Hi gh School and one a freshman a
members of Colonial Presbyterian Church.
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Facebook (www.facebook.com) Julia Lynn

Twitter (www.twitter.com)
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YouTube (www.youtube.com)
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