
Senate Judiciary Commit-

tee has heard and worked 

Senate Bill 208, the bill 

which would abolish the 

death penalty.  This is a 

very serious issue. No 

one takes this type of de-

cision lightly, and much 

consideration must be 

taken to ensure the most 

equitable and moral pub-

lic policy is achieved. 

Death Penalty  
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Initially it was deter-

mined to establish an In-

terim Committee to fur-

ther study the issue.  I 

believe that this was a 

good start in providing 

both sides equal opportu-

nity to give testimony for 

our deep consideration 

and debate.  However, the 

next day, the issue was re

-raised and it was deter-

mined that the Committee 

would send the bill di-

rectly to the Senate floor 

for a full floor debate and 

vote.  If it should pass on 

the Senate side, it would 

then pass to the House 

side to go through the 

same process. 

 

Last week I sent out a 

survey on this issue.  Be-

low are the non-scientific 

results. 

Stimulus Update  

The state of Kansas is 

eligible for over $1.27 

billion in federal funding 

through FY 2011 and 

additional assistance 

could result through 

competitive grants.  Up 

to $1.75 billion in total 

funding is available to 

Kansas.  The state will 

receive over $483 mil-

lion, through 2010, in 

flexible funding to sup-

plant current state 

spending for Medicaid 

and the fiscal stabiliza-

tion fund for education.  

Of the $483 million, 90 

percent of the funds will 

go to Medicaid and the 

remaining will be put to-

ward assisting with educa-

tion funding.  Guidelines 

are still being formed but 

funding is included in the 

stimulus bill to hold state 

education funding steady. 



As you may know, I serve on the State Autism Task Force and am aggressively addressing 
solutions for access and funding of Autism and other developmental issues, so that all our 
developmentally disabled citizens get the services they need and deserve.   

HB 2094, the Invisible Kansans Bill, is still on the House side.  In order to keep this pol-
icy initiative in play, I introduced the Senate version (SB 207) in early February to Senate 
Ways & Means Committee.  On March 3, I attended a hearing in the House Committee 
on Aging and Long Term Care.  I am hopeful the hard work that advocates have pro-
duced over the past two to three years can come to fruition in the near future. 

In addition, I have worked on SB 83 to renew the Autism Task Force for another year so 
that we can continue our work. This bill made it out of Senate Committee and onto the 
Senate floor, where it was passed, then sent to the House side to be worked in House 
Health & Human Services Committee.  Dr. Bill Craig and I just met with the Speaker of 
the House in regard to this bill and SB 12 (Kateôs Law), which I am also supporting.  Sen-
ate Bill 12 will require insurance companies to cover essential services for individuals with 
autism. 

I am a strong proponent of these bills and will continue to support them.  However, it my 
be hard for those of us supporting these bills to get the bills requiring additional dollars 
through, due to the economic downturn that our nation is facing.  I truly hope that each 
of these bills will receive recognition by other legislators.  

However, it appears that the Secretary of SRS, Don Jordan, along with Kansas State De-
mocratic Party Chairman and conversations with Governor Sebelius are bypassing con-
tractual procedures in increasing the annual funding by $712,000 for the Community 
Living Opportunities (CLO).   Together they swept funds from the SRS administrative 
budget and shifted them to this single Community Service Provider (CSP).  There are 36 
other CSPôs throughout the state of Kansas which provide other contractual services 
through SRS.  Normally, reviews for funding are performed at the regional level by Com-
munity Developmental Disability Organizations (CDDO).  While I am not challenging 
the worthiness or good works that the CLO provides, I am deeply concerned that there 
was a contractual breach.  At a minimum, there is an appearance of cronyism on the part 
of the Governor, SRS Secretary Don Jordan and the State Democratic Party Chairman.  I 
am working with leadership and my colleagues to ensure that hearings are conducted 
through the Senate Ways and Means Committee on this matter.  For more information 
please see the article regarding my interview with the Kansas Health Institute at http://

www.khi.org/s/index.cfm?aid=1985, and an editorial in The Wichita Eagle, ñJordan erred 
in funding decision.ò at http://www.kansas.com/opinion/editorials/story/721543.html. 
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Lenexa Pages 

Lenexa Pages 

When you come to my office 

you will be greeted with a 

smile by my office assistant 

Deb O'Neil!  We also have 

the best coffee in the capi-

tol!!!  

http://www.khi.org/s/index.cfm?aid=1985
http://www.khi.org/s/index.cfm?aid=1985
http://www.kansas.com/opinion/editorials/story/721543.html


Thank you for sharing 
your concerns about the 
Right-to-Carry Reform bill, 
SCR 1611, that has passed 
in the Kansas House of 
Representatives. I would 
like to convey to all of you 
that I strongly support, 
and am a co-sponsor of 
this piece of legislation, 
and will continue to sup-
port it until it becomes 
law. 

I believe that it is essential 
to the citizens of Kansas 
that we defend our 2nd 

Right to Carry  

amendment right, and the 
language in SCR 1611, 
the Right-to-Carry Reform 
bill, will guarantee that 
right. I would like to con-
vey to all of you that I 
strongly support, and am 
a co-sponsor of this piece 
of legislation, and will 
continue to support it 
until it becomes law. 

In 1905, the Kansas Su-
preme Court stated that it 
was a ñcollective rightò to 
bear arms. This particular 
resolution would change 
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the wording so that it 
would be stated as an 
ñindividual rightò to bear 
arms. This will be sent to 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and if it is passed it 
will be put on the ballot 
for election as an amend-
ment to the State Consti-
tution. It would preserve 
constitutionally the right 
of a person to keep and 
bear arms for the defense 
of self, family, home and 
state, and for all other 
lawful purposes including 
hunting and recreation.  

Worker Compensation Cap  

In Senate Commerce 

Committee we have been 

working  SB 258,  which 

would adjust the cap on 

workerôs compensation 

benefits.  This bill is a dif-

ficult one for all of the 

members of the commit-

tee.  Everyone wants to 

ensure that our working 

citizens who are injured 

are treated with the ut-

most in respect and fair-

ness.  However, there are 

many concerns with rais-

ing caps above the present 

limits during this time of 

economic downturn.  

This leaves many legisla-

tors feeling uneasy about 

raising present limits. 

After two days of testi-

mony from both propo-

nents and opponents, 

Chairman Wysong as-

signed a sub-committee to 

study the issue further.  I 

have been assigned to that 

sub-committee which is 

meeting next week for 

deliberations. 
Perry Puccetti, President and 

CEO of The Triple-I Corpora-

tion 

Barb Inman and Nancy Keel 

of Parents as Teachers 

I recently was successful in 

advancing SB 119 on Com-

munity Development Dis-

tricts out of Commerce 

Committee and getting is 

passed out of the Senate. 

Senator Tim Holland sits 

with me on the committee. 

Visit with members of 4H,  

Spring Hill  



Steve Kornspan with Re-

Max was in the capitol to 

say "thank you" for my 

support of funding for 

children's services in 

Johnson County. 

The Womenôs Right to 
Know and See Act, House 
substitute for SB 238, 
would ensure that any 
woman seeking an abortion 
would have the right to 
information about abor-
tions, as well as have a 
chance to see the live sono-
gram and hear the heart-
beat of her unborn child. 

This particular bill, as well 
as HB 2206, were heard on 
the House floor on Tues-
day, March 3, and a vote 
was held on the House side 
on Wednesday, March 4.  
House sub for SB 238 
passed in the House with 

Womenõs Right to Know and See Act 
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an 85-37 margin, which is 
enough votes to override a 
possible gubernatorial veto.  

House Bill 2206 was also 
up for a vote in the Kansas 
House on March 4, and 
was passed with an 82-40 
margin.  This bill amends 
late term and partial birth 
abortion laws, requiring 
KDHE to learn the diagno-
sis of any illness requiring a 
late-term abortion.   These 
bills are now on the Senate 
side, and I have encour-
aged Senate Leadership to 
move them up on the 
agenda.  

SB 108 revises the Eco-

nomic Revitalization and 

Reinvestment Act to ex-

pand the definition of an 

eligible aviation business 

and to allow wind and so-

lar energy manufacturing 

businesses to qualify for 

benefits.  

Under the bill, aviation 

businesses that have an 

average annual gross Kan-

sas compensation of more 

than $150 million are eligi-

ble to the incentives pro-

vided in the Economic Re-

vitalization Act.  Wind and 

solar energy businesses that 

pay an average annual sal-

ary of at least $32,500 and 

who are classified by the 

North American Industrial 

Classification System 

(NAICS) as being in the 

manufacturing sector can 

take advantage of the bond 

opportunities provided in 

the Act.  The bill passed 

unanimously, 40 to 0. 

Economic 

Revitalization and 

Reinvestment Act  

Embarq Day at the Capi-

tol.  Members of the Em-

barq PAC met in Topeka 

to visit with legislators on 

various issues relating to 

telecommunications.  

Visit with Girl Scouts.  Pictured are Laura Scott, Mindy McDer-

mott, Cat Poland, Shelly Chenowith 

Visit with Pat Denton of 

Johnson County Aging 


