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DAGGER COMPANY®S NEWEST ADDI TION 2LT JOE DE YOUNG

COVERSTORY

2L T De Young arrived at CombatOutpostMichigan a few weeksago
and hasfit in quite well. A difficult task this late in the game,LT De
Young is soaking up all he can to passon the intricacies of full
spectrumoperationsto the unit that will be replacingus very shortly.
Welcometo the DaggerTeamJoe,Alisha and Taylor!
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Family, friends, and supporters of Dagger Company,

We have finally arrived at Spring here at COP Michigan, with the temperatures back i
70s and 80s. With the warmer weather, everything has again shifted back into high g
the villages are again bustling and the work keeps coming for the Soldiers of Dagger
Company. This month has seen several company operations, several new projects, &
early stages of packing to get ready for the new unit to arrive this summer. Your Sold
have an incredible work ethic and morale is high as we push through this final stage ¢
deployment. Your support has been amazing, and please feel proud of not only your
husbands and sons, but also yourselves for the incredible job you have done. As a
reminder, the mail cutoff will be thesiof April, so if you have any last minute items you
would like to send, please do so before then to make sure your Soldier receives it. Tt
next few months will be challenging as we not only continue our operations, but also :
packing and preparing for the new unit to our plate. It may even be difficult for all the
Soldiers to make contact as consistently as they would like, just due to the tempo at v
we are operating. Like | said last month, we are not done here until every Dagger
Company Soldier is safely back at Fort Carson. Thanks again, and please keep us
your thoughts until the deployment is complete!

TIMOTHY EASTMA
CPT, IN
Commanding
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Dear family and friends of Dagger,

The weather irKunarprovince feels like it has gone from fall to summer and
skipped winter all together. The days are in the high eighties and the nights
barely get below fifty. Between getting our equipment ready for redeploymer
and conducting continuous operations the Soldiers of Dagger Company con
to accomplish difficult tasks on a daily basis and influence its area of operati
a positive manner. The platoons are still working diligently at making life bett
for the Afghan population in the AO. | am sure that they will keep this
2LISNF A2y T (GSYLR dzLJ 6 KNRdzZAK wLt k¢
beat as they take over.

| am sure that everyone is ready to be reunited with their Soldiers just as tl
are ready to see you. We have a few things to do here before that is possibl
bear with us if we seem a little distracted. That is a good thing; it means that
they are not getting complacent.

As always thank you for your understanding and support.

Edward Vaar:
1SG,US/
First Sergean
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One month down, just a few more to go. Progress still continues at COP Michigan and
surrounding area of operations. This past month we started the construction of a new t
and mortar latrine, as well as beefed up our base defense with the completion of a new
parameter wall and the construction of new towers. Combat Outpost Michigan is startir
resemble a medieval castle rather than an Army outpost.

Headquarters Platoon continues their hard work and dedication in support of Operatior
Enduring Freedom X. While we continue packing up for redeployment, our eye is on th
continuous improvement of our home away from home. One of our main goals is to hal
off a much more sufficient and sedistaining outpost to the incoming unit. Our joint
US/ANA Tactical Operating Center (TOC) is now complete. The latest addition to Dagc
Company, SGT Tapia, has taken over duties as the Joint T@g@adonissioned Officer in
charge (NCOIC). With the departure of our Marine Corps comrades, the Joint TOC will
as a direct line of communication between Dagger Company and the Afghan National .
chain of commands here on Michigan. Additionally, the upcoming weeks will see the
installation of a water purification system that will benefit both US and Afghan forces he
on COP Michigan.

Your Soldiers are proving themselves every day out here iRé¢lebRiver Valley. Be proud
of them, and continue to send your love and support. We all look forward to being hom
soon. It will be a great summer of sharing stories from the past year over BBQ with frie
and family.

TimothyBurton
1LT,USA
ExecutiveOfficer
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Hello to all the family and friends ofPlatoon again. |
have just returned off of leave and SFC Emmons and S
Simmons are now the last to venture home before our
redeployment. This means that we are starting our
redeployment activities such as packc@nnexesand soon
$SQff 0SS LINBLINARYy3I 2dzNJ O2
ahead.

CKAA Y2YGK LQY LINE
successful promotion board for SPC Wilson andZB&iier
They studied constantly and it showed when the time
came. They scored very well showing their superior
knowledge and calmness under pressure. These two
dedicated Soldiers should move up to the next rank ver
shortly and continue to excel by leading Soldiers in com
Congratulations are also in order to the newly promoted
SSXaseour EOD team leader.

Spring is all around us here. The
temperature is rising, the terraces are full of green and
yellow, the snow is melting, and the rivers are fuil. 1
platoon is coming out of the winter doldrums; the men al
getting out and running, playing basketball, and even s
hiking up to our highest observation post. | am very pro
2T GKS tS@St 2F LKeaAOlf
to our operations and | think you will see some very
different looking loved ones when they come home. As |
gets hotter | think one of our biggest issues is going to
the heat, and the men getting out in their effne and
acclimatizing is very important.

This month | would like to showcase PF
W2Kyazy |a 2dzNJ adFyR 2dzi
stressful time for a new Soldier to come into a platoon t
in the middle of combat operations. That is what PFC
Joshua Johnson of Grand Haven Michigan did on 31
550SYOSNI Hamnd L KI@SyQi
platoon since August, but PFC Johnson has met and ra
the bar for learning how to be an effective warrior in
combat in a short period of time. He is a very versatile
Soldier who has gunned, driven, and been a dismount
missions. He recently trained and qualified on the CRO
system (Common Remotely Operated Weajstation).
The CROW system is a safer way to gun which is chan
the way we fight, and is very important in our day to day
operations. This Soldier never complains and keeps
impressing me daily which is why PFC Joshua Johnson
Y2y iKQa {2t RASNI 2F G(GKS a2

hyte Gg2 Y2NB ySsga
see you all at home!

Thank you,
1LT Alex Armstron
1STPlatoon Leade|
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